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MEMORARDOM FOR: Assistant to the ID/I (MBC sad NHeticosl Estimates)

SUBJRCT: The Proposed Soriet Anterctic Staticn at the
Bellingshacaen Sea

1. Development of the Bellingshausen Flan:

a. At the 3CAR meetings, Moscow, August 1958, and subsequeatly
repeeted in seversl places, high-level Soviet plans for an
expanded post-IGY Antarctic program vere sanounced. Stetion
plaus incluled the continued push to the station at the Pole
dkhtiurmmnmntymmmxtmm
stations: the "lasaryev” station on the Queen Maud Comst, and
the “Bsllingshausen™ ststion at tde Bellingshmugen Ses; traos~
coutinental traverses were also announced, cne from Mimyy to
Bellingshsusen station being specified.

b. In mid-September 1558, cperatiosml priorities were indicated
as follows:

(1) T™he lasaryev and Bellingshausen staticus would be
esteblished in 1558-%%.

{2) The first traverse would be in 19%9-60 from Wirnyy to
lazaryev, via the thyes Poles.

(3) The origioslly sunouaced traverse fram Mirnyy to
Bellingsheuses would dbe later, subsequent to establishaent
of the Bellingshausen station.

¢. In consultations in Weshingtoo in October, M. M. Somov (Deputy
Blrector of the Arctic and Antarctic Scisatific and Research
Imim) reviewed the long-range plan, steting thet wurk
would proceed as rapidly as fessible; be reitersted at that
time that the Bellingabwugen phase of the plan would be purasued.

4. T™he establishment of boih Lasaryev and Bellingshausen this sesson
ws precluded dy the eliminstion in early lovember of coe of
the two ships scheduled for the work.
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SUBINCT: The Proposed Soviet Antarctic Station &t the
Belliingshwmusen Sea

s. All other smnounced plans were accomplisbed this seascn:
stations were estadlished at the Pole of Relative Inacoessi-
bility and st lasaryev, and the first lesg of the trsns-antarctic
mmmmeemmwﬁgmm

2. Resaons for assuming that the Bellingashausen pian will be completed:

a. The Boviets have carried out every plasu anncunced during their
three previous ssmsons of opersting in the Antarctie, and mueh
of their tntentions for this fourth sesson. Alterations in
asnounced plans have besn in scheduling, not in failure to
fulfrill saacunced cbjectives.

b. The approaches to the Amudsen-Bellingshausan sres have alreedy
besu panstrated by the (b in the 1997-58 season, and it was
mxwrmmmmymmmmmw
pian.

¢. Fized-wing aircraft, csrried on the (b, have been used exteusively
in previcus coastal surveys, parmitting penetration into the
constal sone in areas of 4ifficult 1ce. This increeses their
capatilities tc establish s station well inland of the shelf ice,

d. The edventages to the Soviets of a base on the Bellingsheusen
coast would be numerous:

(1) A link betwsen currest Soviet activities and early Tearist
discoveries in the area.

(2) A Soviet foothold in the Unclaived Sector, (thus far explored

ouly by the United States) to challeunge primscy of U.S.
rights.

{(3) Propaganda value from associsted scisntific results.

(3) An extension of Russian activities toc the opposite side of
the continent fraa thelr previocus work, and in close proximity
to Latin America.

¢. The Soviets, according to Sonoy have o0 problem of funds, trans-
portation, or persconsl for Antarctic work; spparently their oaly
| Linitations are the physical envirommeut and the degree of schieve-
1 ment deemed necessary to attain their sclentific and political
i cbjectives.
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SUBJECT: The Proposed Boviet Antarctic Station at the
Bellingahausen Sea

f. An iondication of the Soviet long-range iantent in the Antarctic
is reflscted in the recrganisation cf governmeatsal coatrol from
& tsmporary toO persmnent mansgement: the Aretic Scientific
Research Institute has bess hrosdened to the Arctie and Aatarstic
Scleutific Hesearch Institute of the Ministry of the Meritime
Fleet, and an Inteardepartoental Antarctic Coomission has been
formalised under the presidiuc of the UBSR Acedemy of Sciences.
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